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Connecting Old Telephones
to the Modern Network
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Kyle Lockwood JP on his red 1957 332

G'day, | am Kyle, secretary of the AHTS in
Melbourne. I'll preface this by saying I'm usually
found in a tee-shirt and jeans and not posing for
retro-style photos in an old suit!

| was visited recently by the AHTS treasurer and
he saw that | had a number of vintage telephones
running in my home, he suggested that | do a short
write-up on possible ways to connect your old
phones to the modern telephone network in the
absence of a landline.

This problem presented itself to me when | moved
to a new area about 7 years ago, there was no
landline telephone service in the entire suburb, and
so | had to get creative in connecting my vintage
telephones to the modern network.
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Analogue phones can be interfaced to a mobile
phone via Bluetooth, they will ring and you can
answer on the analogue phone when the
mobile is called, and also allows outgoing calls
from the analogue phone over the mobile
network
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Cell2Jack

My first port of call was a Cell2Jack, which is a nifty
and relatively cost effective little device, | used it
for about a year on my reverse-dial NZPO 332
telephone, and | still use it when | am tinkering with
my old phones as a test line, the advantage with
this little match-box sized unit is it can be
connected to a 5V mobile phone recharging
battery via a USB port and can be taken anywhere,
so effectively all your old working telephones can
become portable! The way it works is you plug your
phone into it via an RJ45 connection into the jack
marked Phone, and then power up the unit, which
in turn connects to your mobile phone via
Bluetooth, setup is quite simple, and by following
the instructions on the box | was connected to my
332 within minutes.

The Cell2Jack has a little downloadable
programme which allows to you set it to pulse or
tone dialling, and to also allow for normal or even
reverse dialling which was used in places like New
Zealand and Oslo. The device can be powered
using the standard 5V adaptor that is used to
charge your Android or iPhone device, because a
power adaptor is not shipped in the box.
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The only drawback with the Cell2Jack is, being an
American product, an American ringing cadence is
used, | know of various telephone enthusiasts from
NZ, Australia and the UK who have asked the
American manufacturer of the Cell2Jack for the
ability to kindly programme it with a ‘British’ ringing
cadence, without success.

XlinkBT HD

After a year | grew tired of hearing my British-built
332 telephone ring with an American cadence, and
| did a bit of research and discovered another
device called the XLink BT HD, it is a little more
expensive than the Cell2Jack but eventually |
splashed out and got one on Amazon, again it
connects to your mobile phone via Bluetooth but it
is a lot more programmable, | am able to
programme it to a ‘British’ dialling cadence and
also have it work on my reverse dial telephone
obtained from New Zealand.

1953 NZPO 332 Reverse-Dial Telephone
connected to my iPhone using an XlinkBT HD

My reverse dial telephone came from my time in
NZ working for dad as an Assistant Technician, it
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has been in pretty much continuous operation
since 1989 when | obtained it, the only changes |
have made it are a new line and receiver cord, and
replacing the carbon transmitter with an electronic
one. The XLink BT HD is connected to my iPhone
which is usually kept on silent, but an added bonus
with the XLink BT HD is when | am home, | don’t
often miss phone calls because the bells on the
332 ring, and depending on the time of day, | know
it's either my boss, (I fully work from home) or
friends and family calling me. | understand there is
also an XLink BT HD that allows 2 mobiles to
connect to it, so you can have both your phone and
your partner's phone connected to your old
telephone if required.

The XLink BT HD also connects to android devices
and recently | purchased another XLink BT HD and
connected it to my ‘business line’ on my Samsung
A21 Android mobile phone.

1964 GPO 706 connected to my Samsung
Android business phone via a second XlinkBT
HD

Note that the XIinkBT HD is not as portable as the
Cell2Jack, because runs off a 12V mains adaptor.

XlinkBT HD showing RJ45 connection on the
left and 12v power supply connection in the
middle
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Grandstream 812

Lastly, | am also connected to the C*Net network
via a Grandstream 812, which was set up a few
decades ago by telephone enthusiasts abroad, a
network that many of our members may be familiar
with, this device connects directly to my router and
you can either connect to C*Net which is free, or
subscribe to the regular telephone network, which
costs.
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This is a two-port device so theoretically | can
connect to C*net on port 1 and subscribe to the
regular telephone network, on port 2, but because
I’'m already using XlinkBT HD’s with my mobiles |
won’t be exercising this option. Again this device is
programmable with ‘British’ ringing cadences and
odd things like reverse-dial etc being catered for.

1981 Telecom Australia Kirk Digitel Monitor
pulse dial telephone connected to C*Net using
a Grandstream 812

| have to say here that | consider myself a relatively
computer-savvy person, (but not an expert by any
means), | found the setup for the Grandstream 812
was nowhere near as easy as the Cell2Jack or the
XlinkBT HD. If you do go down this route, ensure
you either know a lot about computers, or find
someone who does!

Recommendations

So what are my recommendations? If | were in
America, or had American telephones, | would
have probably stuck with the cell2jack, but living
in Australia | have found the XlinkBT HD to be the
best bet, because it can be programmed to ‘British’
ringing cadences.

The Grandstream 812 is good if you want to get a
regular landline number and/or also connect to
c*net for free, but it requires good computer
knowledge as it is quite difficult to set-up compared
to the ease of setting up the other devices.

So there you go, here are three tried and tested
devices which have allowed me to connect my old
telephone equipment to the modern telephone
network, | thought this might be useful for members
with mobile phones that no longer have a landline,
or who want a test line but don’t want to pay for the
additional expense of subscribing to a landline.

Please note that | am not available to answer
queries or troubleshoot during the setup of
these devices, please refer to the manufacturer
for any issues you may encounter.
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